True meaning of winter
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lce Technicians Lorenzo Fl-ill'ltﬂ. left, Jesse Fuentez, center, and Julian Fuentez roll out ice mats that will soon
become a layer of ice for the Winter Odyssey skating rink in downtown Port Arthur,

[ce skating to highlight Winter Odyssey 1n PA

By DARRAGH DOIRON
Porl Artrar News, SiaH Wrilar

Soputherners get holiday cards with
snowy winter scenes, but they don't
live them. We sometimes have to turn
up the air conditioner as the house
fills with relatives.

The Seutheast Texas Arts Couneil
has picked Port Arthur to recreate
part of that holiday image.

Winter Odyssey's highlight is an jce
skating rink good to go Friday through
Dec. 22. They're throwing in a festival
&0 the region can enjoy a flavor of our
cultural crafts and backgrounds.

“We're fired up that we're having it.
It's gonna be great,” Patti Salter, ser-
vices coordinator of the Port Arthur
Convention & Visitors Bureau, said,

Events include a Museum of the
Gulf Coast display of *Tovland, Toy-
land: Games & Toys of Old” on dis-
play, Las Posads, Bethlehem on the
Boardwalk, a historic homes tour and
lighted boats, Most events are Friday
and Dee, 14.

"We've had great support from the
community and all dll'.!reerent types of
performers,” said Renee Harrington,
cultural comimittes chair,

She's helped round up Jewish
dancers, bagpipe players, the South-
east Texas Youth Symphony and Or-

Ehlll-nut at

CODYSSEY
WHAT: Cutural festival and ice skat-

ﬁ'lEH: Skating Friday th b D
22; pther events Fm? and Dec. 1
WHERE: Dowenitowen Paort Arthir
WINTER ODYSSEY: will be Fraday
through Dec. 22 n downbown Port
Arthur, Events include an ice skating
rink, @ mu%_murn :}11_tna EuIIGEuast
dispiay of Toyland, Toyland: Games
& Toys of Old, Las Posadas, Bath-
lehvem on the Boardwalk, lighted
bBoats, culural festival and histoncal
homes our 1o promote neighbor-
hood paricipalion and unity.

TO VOLUNTEER: Qrganizers are
saeking experienced ice skaters 10
hiedp children leam to ice skate. YWol-
unhiers aré also neaded to walk in
the Las Posadn and be in the lightad
oAl para e,

It is not too late for non-profit
groups 1o sign up to host & booth
during the celebration. Call the
Southeast Texas Arts Council for
tima slols still available: (B66) 585-
2787 or B35-3THT.

ange Jazz Co. Youth will help children
make Christmas photos and send a
letter to Santa. Harrington's Act Out!
group will present a puppet show at 2
poim, Dhise, 14,

Iee skating in downtown Port Arthur
has been a difficult eoncept for some,
especially those approached during
summer months. A yvear age Harring-
ton thought some people didn't take
the idea seriously, but now that the
season for cool weather is here, the
cormmunity has bonded.

“*Come join in and help make this a
great event for the kids,” she said.

Bill Worsham, a Pleasure [sland
resident, said penerators are the secret
to lighting boats.

“We're very excited about having
some boats decorated with Christmas
lights that will be passing by the
hu.urdwnlk somewhere between T and

m. on Friday the 13th after Beth-
]{‘ em on the Boardwalk,” he said.
“We're hoping that there will be
enough interest generated by these
beats that we can have a larger boat
parade next year.”

How do you plug in a boat? The hights
up on a string and pull them to the
top of the mast, Worsham said, then
crank up the penerator,

See ODYSSEY, page TA




